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Amendments to the Claims : 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A bacterium B actorium Trophcryma whippelii 
responsible for Whipple's disease, isolated and established in culture , wherein the bacterium 
is Troyheryma whippelii . 

2. (Currently Amended) A bacterium B acterium according to claim 1 A obtained 
from a culture of human fibroblasts after at least 2 months of incubation in a culture medium 
based on MEM. 

3. (Currently Amended) A bacteriu mB acterium according to claim 1, wherein 
said bacterium is deposited in the CNCM of the Institut Pasteur under Deposit No. the numb e r 
1-2202. 

4. (Currently Amended) An antige nA ntig e n of athe bacterium according to claim 

1. 

5. (Currently Amended) An antige nA ntig e n according to claim 4, wherein said 
antigen is a protein s e l e cted from those with h aving a molecular weights weight of about 35, 
50, 60, 100 and-or 200 kD determined in Figur e s 2 and 3 by polyacrylamide gel 
electrophoresis using the Western blotting technique. 

6. (Withdrawn-Currently Amended) An antibod v Sp e cific antibody directed 
against athe bacterium Tropheryma whippelii responsible for Whipple's disease or an antigen 
of said bacterium. 

7. (Withdrawn-Currently Amended) An antibod y Antibody according to claim 6, 
wherein it is a polyclonal antibody of animal origin, preferably a mouse immunoglobulin. 

8. (Withdrawn-Currently Amended) An antibod y Antibody according to claim 6, 
wherein it is a monoclonal antibody. 
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9. (Withdrawn-Currently Amended) An antibod v Antibodv according to claim 8, 
wherein it is a monoclonal antibody produced by a hybridoma deposited in the CNCM of the 
Institut Pasteur under the r e gistration number Deposit No. 1-241 1 . 

10. (Currently Amended) An antigen A ntig e n according to claim 5, wherein said 
antigen is a protein of 200 kD a which reacts with a specific monoclonal antibody directed 
against athe bacterium Tropheryma whippelii responsible for Whipple's disease or an antigen 
of said bacterium, said antibody being produced by a hybridoma deposited in the CNCM of 
the Institut Pasteur under the registration number Deposit No. 1-241 1 . 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A method M e thod for the in vitro diagnosis of diseases 
associated with infections caused by th e bact e rium Tropheryma whippelii, comprising 
contacting b ringing serum or any other biological fluid of a patient into contact with the 
bacterium of claim L and detecting an immunological reaction . 

12. (Withdrawn-Currently Amended) A method M e thod for the in vitro diagnosis 
of th e diseas e diseases associated with infections caused by Tropheryma whippelii bacteria , 
comprising contacting b ringing serum or any other biological fluid of a patient into contact 
with the antibody of claim 6 , and detecting an immunological reaction . 

13. (Withdrawn-Currently Amended) A metho d Method for the in vitro serological 
diagnosis of Whipple's disease, comprising the st e ps which consist ess e ntially of detecting an 
immunological reaction between an antibody according to claim 6 and an antigen of athe 
bacterium Tropheryma whippelii responsible for Whipple's disease. 

14. (Withdrawn-Currently Amended) A method Method for the in vitro serological 
diagnosis of Whipple's disease, comprising th e step which consists e ssentially of detecting an 
immunological reaction between a human immunoglobulin^ which recognizes the bacterium 
Tropheryma whippelii responsible for Whipple's disease and an antibody specific for said 
human immunoglobulin. 
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1 5 . (Withdrawn-Currently Amended) A method for the in vzYro Mothod of 
serological diagnosis according to claim 14 A comprisin g the following st e ps : 

- depositing a solution containing athe bacterium Tropheryma whippelii 
responsible for Whipple's disease dis e as e , in or on a solid support; 

- introducing th e t e st serum or any other biological fluid into or onto said 
support; 

- introducing a solution of a labeled antibody specific for a human 
immunoglobulin^ which recognizes said bacterium, into or onto the support; 

- observing an incubation period; 

- rinsing the solid support; and 

- detecting saktan immunological reaction. 

1 6. (Withdrawn-Currently Amended) AkitKit for the in vitro serological 
diagnosis d e t e ction of Whipple's disease by the method of claim 13, e ss e ntially comprising the 
following components: 

- a solution containing athe bacterium Tropheryma whippelii responsible for 
Whipple's disease or an antigen of said bacterium; and/or 

- a solution containing at least one specific antibody directed against athe 
bacterium Tropheryma whippelii responsible for Whipple's disease or against 
an antigen of said bacterium; and/or 

- a solution containing at least one antibody specific for a human 
immunoglobulin, which recognizes athe bacterium Tropheryma whippelii 
responsible for Whipple's disease. 

17. (Withdrawn-Currently Amended) AkitKit according to claim 16, 
comprising charact e riz e d in that it comprises at least one labeled specific antibody. 
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18. (Withdrawn-Currently Amended) A fragment Fragm e nt of the rpoB gene of the 
bacterium Tropheryma whippelii according to claim 1, wherein said fragment comprises the 
nucleotide sequence set forth in SEQ ID NO:3. 

1 9 . (Withdrawn-Currently Amended) An oligonucleotide Oligonucl e otido 
comprising a sequence specific for the rpoB gene of the bacterium Tropheryma whippelii 
according to claim 1, wherein said specific sequence comprises comprising at least 

12 consecutive nucl e otid e units nucleotides includ e d in of the sequence set forth in 
SEQ ID NO:3. 

20. (Withdrawn-Currently Amended) A single-stranded Single stranded 
oligonucleotide according to claim 19 , wherein the oligonucleotide has selected from 
oligonucl e otid e s having a sequence of at least 12 consecutive nucl e otid e units nucleotides of 
included in one of th e s e qu e nc e s of SEQ ID NOs: 4 and 5 SEO ID NO:4 or 5 . aftd-or from the 
oligonucleotides complementary to th e se oligonucleotides thereto . 

2 1 . (Withdrawn-Currently Amended) An oligonucleotide Oligonucl e otide 
according to claim 19, wh e r e in it consists consisting of the s e quenc e s sequence set forth in 
SEQ ID NOs: 4 and 5 N O:4 or 5 . 

22. (Withdrawn-Currently Amended) A probeP rebe for detecting Tropheryma 
whippelii bact e ria in a biological sample, wherein said probe comprises a sequence according 
to claim 18. 

23. (Withdrawn-Currently Amended) A process Proc e ss for determining the 
presence or absence of ^Tropheryma whippelii bact e rium in a sample A which contains or may 
contain nucleic acid acids of at least one of such bacteri a bact e rium , comprising 
contactin g whorein said sample is brought into contact with at least one probe according to 
claim 22 a and determining the formation or absence of formation of a hybridization complex 
between said probe and the nucleic acid of the sample is then determined . 
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24. (Withdrawn-Currently Amended) A nucleotide N ucl e otido primer a which can 
be used for synthesizing the rpoB gene of Tropheryma whippelii in the presence of a 
polymerase, wherein said primer comprises an oligonucleotide according to claim 19. 

25. (Withdrawn-Currently Amended) A method Mothod for the in vitro diagnosis 
of th e diseaso diseases associated with infections caused by Tropheryma whippelii bacteria , 
comprising contacting bringing serum or any other biological fluid of a patient into contact 
with the antigen of claim 4 , and detecting an immunological reaction . 

26. (Withdrawn-Currently Amended) AkitKit for the in vitro serological 
diagnosis d e t e ction of Whipple's disease by the method of claim 14, e ss e ntially comprising the 
following components: 

- a solution containing athe bacterium Tropheryma whippelii responsible for 
Whipple's disease or an antigen of said bacteria; and/or 

- a solution containing at least one specific antibody directed against athe 
bacterium Tropheryma whippelii responsible for Whipple's disease or against 
an antigen of said bacteria; and/or 

- a solution containing at least one antibody specific for a human 
immunoglobulin, wherein said human immunoglobulin recognizes athe 
bacterium Tropheryma whippelii responsible for Whipple's disease. 

27. (Withdrawn-Currently Amended) A probe Frebe for detecting Tropheryma 
whippelii bact e ria in a biological sample, wherein said probe comprises an oligonucleotide 
according to claim 19. 

28. (Withdrawn-Currently Amended) A process Proc e ss for determining the 
presence or absence of a-Tropheryma whippeli i bact e rium in a sample.^ which contains or may 
contain nucleic aeidsacid of at least one of such bacteri ab aot e rium . comprising 
contactin g wh e r e in said sample is brought into contactw ith at least one probe according to 
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claim 27 \ and determining the formation or absence of formation of a hybridization complex 
between said probe and the nucleic acid of the sample is th e n determined . 
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